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PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 
 WELL DONE IS BETTER THAN WELL SAID 

 
Hi Men 
 
Having survived another wonderful 
reunion and I mean "survived", as turning 
out at 0330 on a cool crisp morning to 
"fall in" at 0415 for the Dawn Parade on 
ANZAC DAY is a bit tough on the nether 
extremities. 
 

However what a terrific reunion it was 
after a faltering start, everything went 
according to plan, due to the incredible 
support and hospitality of the "Aussie 
Otago’s" for whom nothing was too        
much trouble. 
 

Whenever there was a need for 
transport, they were there with their cars. 
Whenever there was a problem in the 
organisation they were there, with their 
local knowledge, to help solve it. Typical 
of this was on the Sunday, when, for our 
Church Service and BBQ which was to 
be held in the grounds of the RSL it was 
raining steadily...so a room in the RSL 
was rapidly turned into a "Church" and 
Mac and Alison Mackenzie invited us all 
to their home and held the BBQ 
there...and a fleet of cars were 
orgainised to "shuttle" us to the house.  
Mac had also obtained all the victuals 
and "refreshments" and he then "turned 
to" and did all the cooking...making it an 
absolutely magic day for us.  As ever, the 
old adage "The Navy looks after its own" 
was well and truly working there.  
We are all very grateful to them.  
 

The Reunion Dinner was a great success 
and due in no small part to the most 
efficient and helpful Functions 
Manageress of the RSL. The tables were 
beautifully laid out and decorated. The 
food was excellent and Hot...and as 
much beer and wine as you wanted, 
having decided that we would not have a 
guest speaker, Gerry Wright  gave a brief 
overview of his new book about the 
Mururoa Tests and presented the  

 

Association with the first signed copy, 
which I then decided to give to Mac 
Mackenzie for all his hard work for this 
Reunion. John Stables gave a short 
treatise on Pensions (although bedeviled 
by the microphone playing up) and I have 
since learned that 8 more of you have 
already been in contact with him in 
regard to pensions. 
 

Although I had a "cat-o-nine-tails" 
available at the Dinner...I didn't have to 
use it, but its mere presence apparently 
evoked a couple of you to pay your 
outstanding Association subscriptions. 
 

The visit to Australia Zoo was a delightful 
experience, but I did not fancy feeding 
the Elephants and kept well away from 
the Crocs, and the giant Boa Constrictor 
Snake was asleep....he had been fed 
a Goat about a month before and was 
not due to be fed for another  5 months 
so I felt quite safe and that the 
Committee were not going  to feed me to 
him. The Boat trip was also an eye 
opener as we were lucky enough to see  
a couple of Dugongs really close up for 
about 45 minutes, and also a few 
porpoises. The "morning tea" of scones 
with jam and fresh cream went down 
well...and lo and behold... we still have 
the odd gannet alive and well bless him. 
 

So "Thank You" all who attended and 
supported the 2008 Bribie Island 
Reunion especially to Evan and Del and 
our Aussie Otago’s making it so 
enjoyable and memorable. The 2009 
Reunion will be in Auckland, more details 
will be available soon, and of course our 
50th Anniversary in June 2010, will be in  
Dunedin for which, we are already 
working hard. So start saving your 
pennies for that one.            
  
GRATITUDE IS THE MEMORY OF THE HEART  
 

Every Kind wish 
 

Jim Blackburn. BEM 
President 
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Fear makes us feel our humanity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Looks like someone found a use 
for the “Cat o’ Nine tails”. Mr. & 
Mrs. Jones providing some light 
hearted entertainment of their 
own. 

The Three Musketeers who were the 
brains and effort behind the 
organisation of the 2008 Reunion. 
Evan Jones, Jim Blackburn and Mac 
MacKenzie 

Gerry Wright presenting his latest book 
to Mac MacKenzie for his superb 
efforts and assistance during the 2008 
Reunion 

The HMNZSOTAGO Contingent marching in the ANZAC DAY  Parade on Bribie Island as  part of the Associations 
very successful 2008 reunion 

   

British Parliament voted to outlaw the slave 
trade in Britain 200 years ago. Over the 
next 60 years the Royal Navy freed 
150,000 slaves. 
(Courtesy of Chasing Freedom) 

Al Capone’s business card stated he 
was a used furniture dealer. 
 
February 1865 is the only month in 
history not to have a Full Moon. 

Babies are born without knee caps; they 
do not develop them until they reach the 
age between 2- 6 years. 
 
An Ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain 

Some things you may not know  

Every path has its puddle  


