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HMNZS OTAGOI
OPV(1) - OTAGO, Due Apr 07 
Homeports (Dunedin/Otago/Southland)

Role: To conduct maritime surveillance, 
in conjunction with maritime air patrol 
assets to the limit of New Zealand’s EEZ, 
in the South Pacific and in the Southern 
Ocean for a total of about 220 days annu-
ally. Tasks in the southern half of the EEZ 
are mostly offshore, but activity in the 
south almost doubles during winter, coin-
ciding with the worst sea states.
Based on a design already in service with 
the Irish Navy She will be built in Mel-
bourne with modules made in Whanga-
rei,.
Displacement: 	 1600 tonnes
Length overall:	 85 metres
Beam: 	 14 metres
Speed: 	 22 knots
Range: 	 6,000nm
Core ship’s company:	 35
Flight personnel 	 10
Government agencies: 	 4
Additional personnel:	 30
Total: 	 79

Above: Fantasy.... an artists impression of 
the new HMNZS OTAGO at speed. That 
number? F111 has been re-allocated to Te 
Mana and all that was left it would seem 
was Traanaki’s old number. Note P148 for 
Patrol Craft. Below: Reality...... A component 
of the new HAMNS OTAGO being barged 
from Tenix in Whangarei to Williamstown 
Dockyard in Melbourne. 

Above: Canterbury was launched on 11 
February 2006, she remained alongside in 
the Merwede canal until the commencement 
of the sea trials.. Bottom rThe bridge of 
HMNZS Canterbury. Below. One of the two 
LCM’s which Canterbury will carry. These 
have been completed.

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH 
PROJECT PROTECTOR 
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THE SECOND COMING

The New Navy
Class	 Name	 Due	 Home Port

MRV	 CANTERBURY	 Jan 07	 Christchurch)

P148 	 OTAGO	 Apr 07 	 Dunedin/Southland

OPV	 WELLINGTON	 Oct 07 	 Wellington)

IPV 	 ROTOITI	 Jan 07 	 Napier

IPV 	 HAWEA	 May 07 	 Greymouth/Wesport

IPV 	 PUKAKI	 Sep 07 	 Nelson

IPV	 TAUPO	 Dec 07 	 Whangerei



PRESIDENTS CORNER

Where do I start?? “The year of the Veter-
an”? Medals? Reunion?  I think I’ll do it the 
old fashioned way when the Senior Officer 
used to  signal “Enter harbour in reverse 
sequence of Fleet Order”
So Reunion.  Once again an excellent get 
together, a really happy occasion, begin-
ning with  the pleasure of meeting again 
many old shipmates and enjoying the  
cheerfulness of the banter.
During the “Mystery Tour” of the vineyards  
it was brought home to me that the Navy 
has its own distinct sense of  humour,
When we were getting a sales pitch about 
the benefits of all the  different kinds of 
vinegar and I was sure the saleslady said 
it was a very  good enema... albeit I did 
not have my hearing aid on, and then of 
course we  found the “Scrumpy”.... and a 
deep West Country voice boomed out
“Oi loikes  drinkin scrumpy cos scrumpy 
makes oi faart”... at which our lot fell about  
laughing while the few “civvies” and sales 
staff looked at us with  disdain and horror, 
as if we were from another planet.
The dinner was  very enjoyable, spiced up 
by a quick talk on Welfare & Pensions by 
John  Stables and followed by a wide rang-
ing address by R.Adm. Ian Hunter. RNZN  
Rtd. who amongst other things enlight-
ened us as to the names of the 7 new  ships. 
one of which is “Otago”.
On Sunday forenoon, in the presence of  
about 70 members and guests, escorted 
by our Patron Cdre Max McDowell, R.Adm  
Ian Hunter,, Cdre Richard T. Hale, Capt 
Murray Lister. MN. and the Honorary Na-
val Officer Nelson, Cdr Kathy Knight on 
your behalf I laid a wreath  at the War Me-
morial Cenotaph, in honour and remem-
brance of all those who  served in HMNZS 
Otago and have now Crossed the Bar, after 
which we  all attended Divine Service in 
the Cathedral... followed by a Buffet Lunch  
and “Up Spirits” where the 3 “Gentlemen 
of the Cloth” all had a “Medicinal  Tot” to 
stave off the effects of the weather which 
had turned cold and  wet.
The reunion Sub Committee in Nelson, led 
by Joe Naughton did a  fantastic job and 
organised a really great weekend for us
With a good  programme of activities and 
events complemented by excellent food in 
a top  class  venue, and everything went  
according to plan., except that due  to a 
misunderstanding we were minus a Rev-
erend at the Wreath Laying    
We Thank the Nelson Men wholeheartedly 
for all their hard  work.
The Annual General Meeting was your op-
portunity to have your say  in the running 
of YOUR Association and to make the
Committee aware of what  you think we 
are doing rightly or wrongly and for the fu-
ture direction of the  Association.
Constructive criticism and “drip chits” 
are always welcome as  it shows that you 
are taking an interest, however, the same 
Committee was  voted back in again so 
rapidly that the Secretaries Lap top was 
running hot  keeping up.

“Medals! Most of you  who have applied 
will by now have received your PJM, But 
before you go  mounting it on your medal 
bar it may be as well to hold off for a little 
while  as the buzz from the galley slide is 
that there is  probably going to be a Med-
al awarded for “Service in the NZ Armed  
Forces” for a minimum period of say 6 
years.  This will be akin to the  issue made 
to the Australian Armed Forces a few years 
ago.
I had a “feeling  in me water” that there 
would have been some announcement 
over Anzac Day but  perhaps it will be at 
the RSA Annual Conference.
As the ribbon for the PJM is not long 
enough to mount  on a Bar, replacement 
Ribbon can be obtained from the Staff Of-
ficer Medals at  NZDF HQ. Private Bag 905 
Upper Hutt
There has been some progress in the  mat-
ter of revision of the criteria for award of 
the NZOSM in regards to  service on the 
Far East Station as part of the Common-
wealth Strategic  Reserve for those of you 
“who slipped between the cracks” for the 
NZOSM as  I am given to understand that 
extra staff have been put on to this task 
and  could have a result within the not too 
distant future.
“The Year of the  Veteran”  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if instead of platitudes that we 
got  something tangible out of this year..
Other than a Lapel Badge and a  Certifi-
cate... like 100% of the Cost of Living ad-
justment to our Armed Forces  Superan-
nuation... The long standing grievances of 
nearly 50 years of the  Nuclear Test Veterans 
amicably resolved .... Free of Charge visits 
to the  Doctors.... Free prescriptions.... Get 
this “Operational Service” business  re-
solved to end all the deep seated bitter-
ness and resentment ...so that  as Veterans 
we could feel that our Service is really val-
ued and appreciated  and recognised ap-
propriately and not just by ] plaudits on 
special occasions  like Anzac day.
Having got all the above off my chest  and 
cleared my “Drip Chit”... on behalf your 
Patron and Committee I hope you  all kept 
good health throughout this vicious win-
ter... It is very important to  KEEP WARM 
to help fend off  colds and Flu.
Do not regret  growing older, it is a privi-
lege denied to many.
Every Kind  Wish
Jim Blackburn. BEM
President.

HMNZS Otago Association

PATRON
Commodore M J McDowell, RNZN Rtd 

mcdowell@clear.net.nz

PRESIDENT
J F Blackburn, BEM 

jimblackburn@clear.net.nz

Hon Secretary/Treasurer
Noel Davies

8 Awatea Rd Parnell Auckland
09 377 0662

noel_davies@xtra.co.nz

COMMITTEE
Bruce Lineham
027 322 44709

Humphrey Ewens 
09 445 7714 • imareauk@xtra.co.nz

Dick Scrivener 
09 473 0650 • scriv@slingshot.co.nz

Mike Kirk 
09 445 7197 • mc.kirky@atrix.co.nz

Maurice Mitchell 
09 812 8063 • alarm1@xtra.co.nz

Fred Wilson 
09 445 8462 • kf.wilson@xtra.co.nz
PROVINCIAL CO-ORDINATORS

WAIKATO
Neil Brimblecombe

07 8382475 • neil.b@barclay.co.nz
TAURANGA

Taff Te Whero
027 601 6491

CENTRAL NORTH ISLAND
Dave Hawke
07 3866722

HAWKES BAY
Reg Corbett

06 877 1937 • corbee@xtra.co.nz
Havelock North

WANGANUI
Tony Cox

06 343 1142 theadmiral@clear.net.nz
WELLINGTON
Don McMurray

04 527 7275 • landon@internet.co.nz
NELSON/BAYS/MARLBOROUGH

Joe Naughton
03 548 1309 wiblin.naughton@netaccess.co.nz

CANTERBURY
Bread Roll

03 374 6450 • grahame@dryiceblasting.co.nz
Otago/SOUTHLAND

Gary Mowat
03 455 3574 • gary.mowat@xtra.co.nz

QUEENSLAND
Evan Jones

oo 61-7-38214510
 • ejones@netspace.net.au

Pensions/Welfare Advisor
John Stables

06 870 0033 * thestables@clear.net.nz On the Buses.  Jim and Anne



The Pingat 
Jasa Malaysia
A WARNING, If you are 
thinking about getting 
it engraved round the  
edge with your Name and 
number etc. you will prob-
ably have to get the  whole 
Medal re-plated afterwards 
as the actual plating on the 
medal is  not very good and  
it peels off from the engrav-
ing. Secondly, if you are thinking about 
mounting it on a bar with other medals,  
hold off for a while as pressure is being 
put on Wellington to come out and  make 
a statement about when this “NZ Armed 
Services Medal” (or whatever  they are go-
ing to call it) is going to be issued as that 
would mean remounting  all your medals 
again possibly in a few months time. The 
ribbon of the medal is glued with rubber 
contact glue and will in most cases need 
to be replaced to be mounted on your 
bar and most certainly if you have Court 
Mounted Medals. Replacement ribbon 
can be obtained from Staff Officer medals 
NZDF HQ. In most cases PJM will be worn 
nearest to the left shoulder after any LS & 
GC Medal but there are cases where some 
men have got a Korean and/or a  South Vi-
etnam Medal where this could be different 
and as this has only just been defined they 
will have to go and look up the “Order of 
Wear Table” on the NZDF Website.

A Website Visitor 
Remembers
I remember “ Otago “ well. During con-
struction I was a very young and naive 
drafting apprentice in the hull drawing of-
fice. I worked on “ Otago “ quite a bit, did 
several of the drawings. As you say, she 
was a standard UK navy AS frigate, modi-
fied to suit the NZ navy. If I remember cor-
rectly, the main change was to go to caf-
eteria style messing.
Gordon Passmore now living in Canada

Hi Gordon
Your comments are really appreciated.
I joined Otago when she arrived back in 
NZ in January 1961 and there  were two 
other major differences in her than the 
normal RN Whitby or Type 12 Frigate. As 
well as the Cafeteria Messing, every meal 
came from the one galley so that every-
body ate the same food, from the Cap-
tain  right down to the Junior Ratings, 
but what was thought to be an even bet-
ter design was that EVERY man on board 
slept in a bunk... No more hammocks, 
and even better still was the fact that the 
Messdecks/living spaces were all air con-
ditioned, which made service in the trop-
ics much more bearable. and the Health 
and Efficiency of the Ships Company im-
proved accordingly.
It is well known that the RN “hieracy” 
said that this could not be done, but it 
waa done in Otago and again in HMNZS 
Taranaki  built by Samuel Whites just after 
Otago.

Under Atttack From 
Emails
During the last six months the Otago web-
site has been the target of an ongoing mail 
bomb attack from sources unknown.
This came to a head when some 7000 
emails an hour were being processed by 
the spam filters and the server automati-
cally suspended the website.
The only defence has been to remove all 
otago.co.nz email addresses and so far this 
seems to have worked.
Therefore emails to the President and Sec-
retary will now go to their nominated pri-
vate email addresses.
There is no email address for the webmas-
ter and emails will go to Noel instead.
In addition what is known as an Email 
Form will put put on the website shortly. 
Go to the page containing that form, fill in 
the details and press send and it will be de-
livered into the committee system.
A similar device will be introduced for pic-
tures although advising the committee 
that you have some pictures will result in 
an email address for this purpose being 
sent to you.

Youv’e Got To Love 
This Man Of Ours. 
Who Is He????
After the reunion in Nelson, one of our 
members with his good lady wife decided 
to visit the West Coast.
Being in a town in the coal mining area 
and taking in the history and the ambi-
ence of it all, he decided he would get his 
photo taken as a “ miner”  by putting his 
head through the opening in one of those 
painted murals.
He took off his Otago cap and placed it 
aside while his head was in the opening for 
the photo to be taken, and, unfortunately 
walked away without the cap
A little while later, realising he had left it by 
the mural, they went back to get the cap 
and were passed by one of the local old 
codgers in a state of great euphoria, three 
sheets to the wind, and who’s Christmas-
es had all come at once, highly delighted, 
wearing this new Otago Cap. Just Magic.
 Would you believe that our man just didn’t 
have the heart to go and reclaim HIS cap 
and spoil the old fella’s day
 What price can you put on happiness?

Standby For Rounds
From: Reg Corbett  :corbee@xtra.co.nz]
Sent: Thu 1/06/2006 4:24 p.m.
Hi Noel, nothing to report, enjoyed the 
re-union. I’ve had a look for Otago photos 
but remember I gave a lot to ??? some years 
ago & don’t think I got them back. Will keep 
looking, I’ll also try & figure out some dits, 
like when the 1st Lt (J A B Lewis was adrift 
on sailing from Manila?)
Also for the newsletter would you consider 
a “House swap/ House sit column? We’ve 
done a few of both & who knows if some-
one in say Auckland would like a little holi-
day in say Rotorua. think on it.
Regards to all
Reg & Natalie.

Changes afoot
The total results of the recent Referendum 
which closed on the 30th May 2006 have 
now been received. and reads as follows.
A total of 941 Referendum’s were posted 
to all Members. A total of 576 replied and 
36 were returned `address unknown”. This 
leaves a total of 329 who did not reply. To 
those members who did take the time to 
reply I thank you.
Numbers are shown FOR/AGAINST
No 1. That the ex Royal Naval Men’s Asso-
ciation of New Zealand (Inc) Amalgamate 
with the Royal New Zealand Naval Associ-
ation to form a new Association. 493/79
No 2. That the name of the new Associa-
tion be called the Royal New Zealand Na-
val Association’ 475/93
No 3. That the Badge of the new Associa-
tion be a Crown above the New Zealand 
White Ensign with the words  ‘Royal New 
Zealand Naval Association’ underneath. 
(Same badge as we currently have, but dif-
ferent wording underneath) 481/87
No 4. That the motto of the new Associa-
tion be “Unity Loyalty Comradeship”
508/51
For more information please contact
Brian Gill  National Secretary
Ex Royal Naval Men’s Association of New 
Zealand (Inc)

There is a story that the First Sea Lord, 
Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten visited 
Otago in Southampton just before she 
was finished together with some of the 
Corps of Naval Constuctors and when he 
saw what had been achieved he turned to 
them and said words to the effect that” I 
have been asking you for the last five years 
to design a ship with this habitation and  
these facilities and you keep telling me 
at cannot be done within the  confines of 
the present hull.. The RNZN have DONE 
it... Now you go away and do it immedi-
ately” and I am told he was so irate that 
he rammed his umbrella so hard into the 
ground  that it snapped in half*. She was a 
really good ship Gordon,  well built, com-
fortable and a Happy ship.  Kind regards 
Jim Blacburn. .
* Lt Cdr Jeremy Hall tells us that the break-
ing of umbrellas was so regular Lord Lou-
is’s Flag Officer carried a regular supply of 
replacements.

Hi Jim
Thank you so much, that is both amus-
ing and interesting and reinforces my rec-
ollection of the changes from the Royal 
Navy version which we at Thornycroft de-
signed. God rest Mountbatten`s soul.
Regards. Gordon



HMNZS OTAGO Association 
Annual General Meeting

Held in Nelson Suburban Club, 
Tahunanui Drive, Nelson

 On Saturday 1st April 2006

1. Apologies
Alex Kildare, David Llewellin, 
Derek Tatum, Dolly Grey, 
Fred Wilson ,Graham Nixey, 
Jan Harding, Jeremy Hall, Joe 
Fraser, Les Campbell, Mad 
Dog Stevens, Max Holler, Neil 
Brimblecomb, Phil Smith, 
Rocket Hanlon, Ron Pepperell, 
Terry Whimp
That apologies be accepted
Pincher Martin/Miles McIlrath
Carried

2. Presidents Report
President Jim tabled his written 
report and ran through the 
highlights which were:
The Committee had been 
meeting regularly and were 
dealing with the business of the 
association in a professional 
manner.

The Association was in a 
sound financial position.

The Committee were aware 
and conscious of the fact that 
expenses were increasing, 
particularly the costs associated 
with hosting and maintaining 
the website, and the production 
and distribution of the 
Claymore

There is a need for the 
Association to consider 
its future and the possible 
amalgamation with the other 
Navy Associations. Jim reported 
that members are getting older 
and that numbers are falling, 
albeit slowly.

The Association is very 
fortunate to have the services 

of John Stables who looks 
after the welfare aspect of the 
association. John is always 
willing to assist any of our 
members.

Jim also made mention of 
the possible donation to the 
Chapel. An offer had been made 
previously but had been turned 
down. It has been requested 
that the Association could 
reconsider this matter and 
perhaps pay for either a stained 
glass window or squabs for the 
pews, which would cost around 
$6,000.

Jim also offered his sincere 
thanks to Joe Naughton and 
the other members of the 2006 
Reunion Organising Committee, 
for the excellent job done.

3. Minutes
It was moved that Minutes of 
the Last Meeting be accepted 
as a true and correct record of 
events.
Moved: Shorty 
Seconded: Barry Rose
Carried

4. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising 
from the minutes, which were 
not dealt with in the various 
reports.

5. Financial
The Treasurer tables his report. 
The highlights were:

ASB Bank Accounts
$23,689.30

Total Income for the year was 
$10.378.47

Total Expenses for the year 
were
$ 5,855.40

Excess of Income/Expenditure
$ 4,408.07
It was agreed that Mark Stanton 
be accepted as the Association’s 
auditor.
It was moved that the financial 
report be accepted.

Moved: Reg Corbett
Seconded: Morris Mitchell
Carried

6. Membership
The Secretary tabled his 
membership report, which 
highlighted the following:

Total Membership was 259
Life Memberships 3
Life Subscriptions 93 or 36%
Current Subscriptions 122 or 

47%
Overdue Subscriptions 36 or 

14%
It was moved that the 
membership report be 
accepted.
Moved: John Stables
Seconded: Reg Corbett
Carried

7. General Business:
The following items of general 
business were raised:
1. Otago Membership to new 
ship – The members agreed that 
membership should be offered 
to the crew of the new HMNZS 
Otago.
2. It was also agreed that a gift 
should be presented to the new 
ship on commissioning.
3. Gary Mowat presented an 
HMNZS Otago clock and several 
miniature life preservers. It 
was agreed that the clock 
should also be presented to the 
HMNZS Otago.
4. Discussion took place about 
the use of the Ship’s Crest. It was 
stated that the new ship would 
use the crest.

The Meeting closed at 11.50

Jim Blackburn  President
Noel Davies Secretary/Treasurer

Up Spirits

Trivia – 1655 Capture of Jamaica - Rum 
was first issued. Up to then, the ration 
of beer was 1 gallon a day. When abroad, 
Captains were allowed to replace beer 
with unfortified wine. The introduction 



Attending the 
reunion was 
ex 50th Boys 
and Otago able 
seaman, Captain 
Murray Lister MN. 
After leaving the 
RNZN Murray 
joined the Union 
Company as 
a seaman and 
worked his way 
up to deck officer 
and eventually 
Captain.
Murray has had a 
long successful 
and interesting 
career with 
commands in 
areas as diverse 
as the Pacific 
Islands, Europe 
and the Med.

Please instruct the wine waiter that the wine service should 
commence with the top table.

All is forgiven and as punishment for being adrift the wine 
waiter is now making frequent issues at the top table.

Members at the War Memorial during the laying of the wreath.

President holding wreath prior to the laying at the War 
Memorial. Sorry about the camera shake.

Always hard to capture the atmosphere at these occasions. 
i can assure you this is of the Otago’s enjoying their dinner. 
Cdre Richard T Hale centre.

The Otago’s leaving Nelson Cathedral on completion of the 
church service.

Noel Davies holding up the minture Otago lifebuoy with 
clock insert which was made by a merchant seaman. The 
presentation was made on his behalf by Gary Mowat.



HMNZS OTAGO – Potted History
(Note: I have started a new “commission” 
on change of operational C.O. Max.)
First Commision
C.O. Cdr Max McDowell
Commissioned Southampton (Thorney-
crofts) 22June 1960.
June – November ’61 – U.K.waters:- har-
bour and sea trials Portsmouth, Portland; 
shakedown incl visits to Guernsey and Co-
penhagen; full workup Portland; exercises 
with conventional and nuclear subma-
rines Londonderry; berthed Pool of Lon-
don – visit by patron Princess Margaret.
17 Nov. ’60 sailed London for New Zealand 
– via Gibraltar, Malta ( ASW exercises), 
Suez, Aden, Singapore ( ASW exercises and 
Christmas), Fremantle (New Year 1961), 
Melbourne, Stewart Island, to arrive Dun-
edin on 19 Jan. ’61. 
January – August ’61 – N.Z.waters – Auck-
land, Waitangi (with Aust & Canadian 
navies), main leave, cruise – Napier, Wel-
lington, Auckland and Whangarei areas 
– exercise with RN submarines and Aust 
ships and RNZAF, Wellington (guard for 
opening of Parliament), Auckland (routine 
docking, trials and shakedown).
8 Aug – Sep ’61. To Brisbane – major ex-
ercise Coral sea with (12 plus) RAN and 
RN ships and submarines..”Tuckerbox” 
and returned to Wellington (Naval staff to 
sea), then Auckland for leave and mainte-
nance.
19 Oct ’61 – sailed with ROYALIST – Syd-
ney area..exercises with RAN ships and RN 
submarines and aircraft; Nov ‘61to Mel-
bourne – inspections, Melbourne Cup; ex-
ercises Jervis Bay; then Dec, and January 
’62: Auckland…exercises in Hauraki Gulf; 
6 Feb ’62 Waitangi ceremony i/c TARANA-
KI, LACHLAN, HMAS GASCOYNE.
Second Commission
C.O. Cdr John McKenzie vice McDowell 8 
February 1962.
10 Feb – sailed for “Jet” exercises..to Singa-
pore via Townsville, Darwin and Lombok, 
Sapoedi and Carimata straits without In-
donesian interference; 26 Feb – 2 March 
Singapore; to 24 March: “Jet” in Bay of Ben-
gal with RN units; continued in Lankawi 
and washup in Singapore. 24 March – 13 
April: passage to Auckland via Soenda Str, 
Christmas Id, Fremantle and Hobart.
May, June, July, August recommissioned to 
mid-September ’62 Long refit (Seacat) and 
trials Auckland. mid-Sep to mid Oct – to 
Aust – shakedown Jervis Bay and return 
NZ for shopwindow Wgtn, Auckex leave, 
short refit and Seacat trials Auckland..to 
20. January 1963.
Jan to April 1963. Escort Royal Yacht and 
short cruise:-Suva, Lautoka, Waitangi, 
Tauranga, Wellington, Nelson, Dunedin 
Auckland (Auckex TAPIR and ROTOITI).

1 April to 16 December 1963 – Pacific & 
S.E.Asia deployment:- Apl/May to Pearl 
Harbour via Suva and workup P.H. Thence 
to Singapore via Kwajalein and Guam. 
June 63 – in dock in Singapore.
Third Commission
C.O. Cdr Ted Thorne vice McKenzie 4 July 
1963
To 27 August continued S.E.Asia deploy-
ment..Singapore area, maintenance, trials
and visit (Hongkong) with RN carrier and 
RAN escort. Oct/Nov visits Hongkong, 
Bangkok then maintenance in Singapore. 
23 Nov to 16 Dec. return to Auckland via 
Fremantle and Adelaide.
December ’63 to May ’64: Second refit 
and trials Auckland. June/July – exercises 
Auckland, Deep Freeze flight duties, visits 
Nelson, Dunedin,Wellington. 
21 July 1964 to 26 May 1965 – Pacific & 
S.E.Asia deployment:- To 28 Sep ’64 – to 
Pearl Harbour via Suva and Pago Pago 
– workup, collision and repairs. Oct to 
December ’64 passage to Singapore via 
Midway and Guam; exercises and patrols; 
visits Koh Samuie, Bangkok, Hongkong, 
Paluan, Sipidan and Tawau
Fourth Commission
C.O. Cdr Rick Humby vice Thorne 19 De-
cember 1964
Christmas ’64 – Singapore. Jan ’65 ex-
ercises Subic Bay and off Okinawa with 
RN carrier Feb to May – Singapore area 
– maintenance, exercises, patrols; visits 
to Hongkong, Langkawi, Port Swetenham. 
May’65 – passage to Auckland via Labuan 
and Manus.
To February 1966 – N.Z.waters; June/July 
Auckland leave and exercises; Aug visits: 
Wellington, Lyttleton, Bluff, Great Barri-
er; Aug ‘65 to Jan ’66 –short refit, trials & 
shakedown Auckland.
7 February to 12 September 1966 – Pa-
cific & S.E.Asia deployment:- To 17 Feb 
’66 – to Pearl Harbour via Pago Pago; Feb 
– April at Pearl Harbour and visits Kailuia 
Bay and Hilo. April to 2 May to Singapore 
via Midway, Guam, Labuan; to 28 August 
’66: based Singapore area – visits Ma-
nila, Bangkok, Pulau Tioman, Hongkong; 
Maintenance, exercises with RN carrier 
and patrols. 28 Aug to 12 Sep – passage to 
Auckland via Darwin, Townsville.
Long Refit 12 September 1966 to 25 Octo-
ber 1967.
4 October 1966..Refit C.O. Cdr John Wash-
bourne (Q.H.M.) vice Humby.
25 October 1967 Commenced post-refit 
trials
Fifth Commission
C.O. Cdr Dick Hale vice Washbourne 15 
December 1967
To 26 March 1968 : Tests, sea trials and cal-
ibrations mainly Auckland but also Syd-
ney; Waitangi guardship.

26 March to 12 December 1968 – Pacific 
&.Asia deployment:- To 4 April: to Pearl 
Harbour via Raoul and Pago Pago; to 30 
May: P.H. workup, training and exercise 
ORE.;  to 20 June passage to Singapore via 
Midway, Guam, Labuan.
June to November 1968 – continued Asia 
deployment based on Singapore:-
July/August: Singapore area, exercise 
“Slug Pie”, visits Tumpat, Bangkok, Pulau 
Redang, Pulau Babir Besar, Pulau Tioman, 
Jason Bay. Sept/Oct – visits to Hongkong, 
Sasebo, Chinhae, Inchon; Nov, Singapore 
area. 28 Nov to 12 December 1968: Pas-
sage to Auckland via Darwin, Port Mores-
by, Honiara, Suva, Raoul Id.
13 December ’68 to 23 February 1969 
– Auckland – leave, trials; Waitangi guard 
ship.
Sixth Commission
C.O. Cdr Tom Riddell vice Hale 24 Febru-
ary 1969. 
26 Feb to mid-March ’69: visited Sydney 
for command team training; thence drills 
Hauraki Gulf; 21 Apl to 27 May ’69: work 
up and exercises based on Sydney.
27 May to 6 October 1969:- Asian deploy-
ment:- 27 May sailed Sydney for Singapore 
via Cairns and Darwin; July: Singapore 
and area – Pulau Tioman; August ’69:- Vis-
its Hongknog, Yokosuka, Maizuru (rode 
out typhoon “Cora”), Hongkong again. 
Sept: sea and harbour inspections; 24 Sept 
to 6 October ’69: Returned to Auckland 
via Carimata, Sapudi, Wetar and Torres 
Straits, Great Barrier Reef and Whitsunday 
Passage.
Periodic Refit 6 October 1969 to March 
1970.
18 January 1970 Refit C.O. Cdr Joe Quinn 
(QHM) vice Riddell
To 25 May ’70: Harbour and sea trials and 
leave – Auckland.
Seventh Commission
C.O. Cdr Ian Tyler vice Quinn 26 May 1970
To 15 June: Continued trials and shake-
down Auckland area.
June 1970 to December 1971 – Deploy-
ment to Pacific and Asia, with brief return 
to
Auckland and Sydney January 1971. 15 
June to 24 July ’70 passage to Pearl Har-
bour via Raoul and Pago Pago – work up at 
P.H. 24 Jul to 25 Oct ’70: passage to Hong-
kong; thence based Singapore with visits 
to Port Swetenham and Penang and emer-
gency docking for sonar dome repair. To 
19 Dec ’70 Visits to Subic Bay, Nagasaki, 
Keelung and Hongkong.
19 December 1970 – sailed Singapore, 
passage to Auckland via Townsville, Dar-
win and Bay of Islands – arrived 1 Janu-
ary 1971. 18 Jan – sailed for Sydney and 
exercises “mini war” in Sydney areas to 6 
March ’71.



Naval Units of Measurement
These units are neither metric nor imperial but are of a scale that can be precisely understood by the
salt encrusted tar and his long suffering messmates.

Unit Description

2 squirts of cats
piss

The exact amount of concern the COXN1 shows you when you advise him you have
lost your wallet.

2/5 of 5/8 of the
square root of
FA

The formula used by DEFPAY2 to calculate pay increases after tax.

Age(s) The time it takes to get to the front of any queue.

Bee's dick The difference between the length of the piece of shoring3 you have cut too short
and the actual distance it needs to stretch.  This is only discovered after an
enormous amount of effort has been expended to get the shoring back to where it
was needed and just before discovering that there is no more lumber available for
shoring.

Buckets The amount of ice cream available to the (apparently) vindictive and mean minded
cooks who have seemingly singled you out for ice cream starvation.

Bulk The number of Chux cloths held by the Bosun's Store which will never be used.

Chockas How full your boot bag has become over the course of one deployment.

Crock The amount of misleading information given to you by a Leading Hand4 who thinks
he's funny.

Diddley squat The amount of concern the entire mess feels when the cooks run out of parsley.

Dollop The amount of sunscreen which will cover all bare skin and be absorbed without
leaving a mess, and which you asked for in the first place.

Ginormous The size of the piece of equipment you have to fit into a compartment that is smaller
than a shoe box.

Gutfull The amount of experience required prior to discharge.

Heaps The approximate amount of ice cream the guy in front of you has been given by the
cooks.

Huge A point on an open-ended scale used to judge how good a run ashore5 was which
lies roughly between GREAT and BRILLIANT.

Humungous The size of the bouncer you just called a "brainless shit head" for not letting you into
the club/pub (he claims you are too inebriated) and who intends to discuss it with
you in the car park.

Jot The amount of physical effort required to turn off the lights when you leave a
compartment which is, amazingly, too much to expend.

Mega A "new age" expression which indicates an exceptional run ashore where we had a
great time, but just can't remember the details right now.

Nipply The temperature has dropped to the stage where you are covered in goosebumps
but the QM6 will still not let you wear your woolley pulley.

1 COXN – The senior sailor onboard a Naval vessel who is responsible for discipline and the regulation of the
ship.

2 DEFPAY – Defence Pay.
3 Shoring – timber used to repair damage to a vessel.
4 Leading Hand – Naval vernacular for Leading Seaman, RAN rank equivalent to Corporal.
5 Run Ashore – Naval colloquialism for a short period of shore leave, such as a visit to the local art gallery,

which sailors often enjoy …
6 QM – (Quarter Master) Sailor in charge of the ship’s gangway area.

6 March 1971:- sailed Sydney to resume 
overseas deployment.- to 29 March to Ma-
nila via Fremantle and Singapore; April/
May ’71: based Singapore area – exercises 
and docking.
June ’71: Visits Subic Bay, Hongkong, Pu-
san, Hakodate, Sasebo, Buckners Bay; 
July/August local exercises Singapore, visit 
to Hongkong (self maintenance). Sept/Oct 
’71:- TWO assisted maintenance periods 
Singapore; otherwise exercises in Singa-
pore areas and Sunda Strait with RN units 
including final steam past of Far Eastern 
Fleet; 17 November to 10 December 1971:- 
passage to Auckland via Fremantle, Ho-
bart and Dunedin.
Short Refit – December 1971 to June 1972.
Eighth Commission.
C.O. Cdr Allan Tyrrell vice Tyler 4 April 
1972
To Aug ’72 Harbour and sea trials Auck-
land area
7 August 1972: passage to Pearl Harbour 

via Pago Pago; 19 Aug – 30 Sep ’72: at Pearl 
Harbour – work up and exercises; 30 Sep: 
passage to Sydney via Pago Pago and Suva; 
13 Oct to 5 Nov: Sydney, exercises; 6 No-
vember 1972 to 15 January 1973: passage 
to Auckland – exercise and leave period.
15 January to 19 April 1973:- deployment 
to S.E.Asia; to 31 Jan – passage to Singa-
pore via Brisbane and Darwin; Feb:based 
Singapore – visits Hongkong and Penang; 
March: bases Singapore – exercises with 
Malaysian Navy, and patrols; 2 to 19 April: 
passage Singapore to Auckland via Darwin 
and Cairns.
19 April to 28 June ’73: at Auckland – leave, 
sea trials and exercises, visits to Napier and 
Bounty Islands.
28 June to 2 August 1973: passage to and 
from, and witness at Mururoa (French nu-
clear testing)
Ninth Commission
C.O. Cdr Cedric Steward vice Tyrrell 27 Au-
gust 1973

To 12 Nov ’73: Auckland area – exercises, 
trials, leave and maintenance.
12 November 1973 to 16 April 1974 – 
S.E.Asia deployment. To 12 Dec’73: passage 
to Singapore via Townsville and Darwin; 
Dec ‘73/ Jan ’74: Singapore and patrols in 
area. Feb/March ’74: visit and exercise 
Subic Bay area, visits Hongkong, Labuan, 
Kota Kinabalu, Penang, exercise with RN 
task force; 22 March to 16 April 1974: pas-
sage Singapore to Auckland via Fremantle 
and Adelaide.
May/June: N.Z. waters – Auckland leave, 
NZ cruise to Bluff, Dunedin, Timaru – gun 
firings and training Hauraki Gulf – prepa-
rations for refit.
11 July: C.O. Steward left ship.
Long Refit – 12 July 1974 to 11 November 
1975.
Tenth Commission
C.O. Cdr Eddie Eide assumed command 18 
August 1975.
13 November 1975 to 22 May 1976:- Mainly 
Auckland area – post refit trials, steaming 
in company HMS PLYMOUTH and RFA 
GOLD RANGER, Auckland Anniversary 
Day regatta guard ship, visit to Tauranga, 
leave, shake down with HMNZS TUI and 
INVERELL.
22 May 1976 to 4 November 1976: deploy-
ment Aust and S.E.Asia. 22 May to 15 Jul 
’76: passage to Sydney – work up and exer-
cises Sydney and Jervis Bay; 17 Jul – 2 Aug: 
passage to Singapore via Cairns, Prince of 
Wales Passage, Clarence Channel, Cairns 
and Darwin; 
to 2 Sep: Singapore area – RMN/RSN/NZ 
force personnel acquaint; exercise with 
RMN and Singapore forces; sports week; 
visit Penang. 2 to 27 September ’76: pas-
sage to Manila and Subic Bay – exercises; 
28 Sep – 8 Oct: passage to Sydney (partly in 
company with USN carrier and escorts); to 
25 October – Sydney and sea areas exercis-
ing (‘Kangaroo 2’); 25 Oct to 4 Nov:-passage 
to N.Z. via Newcastle in company, various-
ly, with HMAS MELBOURNE & DERWENT, 
and HMNZS CANTERBURY & TARANAKI 
with formation anchorages at Kari Kari 
and Orakei in Auckland. Then harbour and 
leave to 10 January 1977.
Eleventh Commission
C.O. Tony Lewis vice Eide 8 January 1977.
Jan ’77: based Auckland – harbour and sea 
training, visit to Dunedin, Auckland Anni-
versary Day regatta guard ship.
February to June 1977 – deployment to 
Australia, Pearl Harbour and N.America:- 
4 Feb: sailed for Sydney and exercise RIM-
PAC briefings; 11 Feb to 7 March:- RIMPAC 
exercise at sea with HMAS MELBOURNE, 
SUPPLY, PERTH, BRISBANE, DERWENT, 
PARRAMATTA, HMCS PROVIDER; 2 
March: ASA Lynon and OS Leigh washed 
overboard during RAS, and recovered. 3 
March: arrived Pearl Harbour; March to 24 
May – passage to and deployment in U.S 
and Canadian waters – to 25 March: under 
CANDESRON 2, with HMCS GATINEAU,
TERRA NOVA, KOOTENAY, PROVIDER, 
OJIBWA, ATHEBASCAN – passage to San 
Diego and exercises S. Californian op-
erational areas; April ’77: visits (includ-
ing calibrations etc) to Esquimalt, Seattle, 
Vancouver; to 24 May: at sea with RCN for 
exercises (MARCOT), visits to Sacramento, 
San Francisco, passage to Pearl Harbour. 
27 May to 15 June 1977: passage to Auck-



land via Pago Pago and Nukualofa.
June thru September 1977:- mainly based 
Auckland, docking, leave, shakedown, 
calibrations, gunnery Vaulkner Id.transfer 
DOC people to Gt Barrier and back, shake-
down with WAIKATO, visit Napier.
October 1977 – Commenced “Resource 
Protection” duty (HMNZS “Greenpeace”?)
30 September 1977 to 6 June 1978 - de-
ployed N.Z. waters; to 9 Nov ’77: “Resource 
Protection Patrol” (RPP) Tasman Bay, visit 
Wellington, RPP Mernoo Bank, visit Raoul 
Id, RPP – W.coast North Island through 
Cook Strait to Mernoo Bank, visit Lyttle-
ton, RPP via E. coast to Auckland.
9 November 1977 to 2 March 1978: reverted 
to normal naval operating:- at Auckland:- 
maintenance, TAMAKI gunnery training, 
CNS’ divisions, ‘AUCKEX’ exrcise, leave 
& maintenance, visit Dunedin with USS 
PINTADO, Waitangi guard and guardship; 
Feb ’78: visits and exercises with CAN-
DESRON 2 – PROVIDER, KOOTENAY, RES-
TIGOUCHE –to Raoul and Suva, Mercury 
Bay and Wellington (CNS embarked).
2 March 1978: – arrested FFV Taiko Maru: 
6 to 31 March Auckland –Seacat firing, 
SatNav fitted. 31 March-11 April: Resource 
Protection patrols –Mernoo/Otago/Mer-
noo –visit Nelson; continued RPP Mernoo 
bank and E. coast to Auckland; 11 to 30 
April: to Whangarei – Noumea yacht race; 
SAR operation near Norfolk Id (trans-Tas-
man yachtsman) returned Auckland;
Eleventh Commission (cont): 1 May to 5 
June: reverted to Resource Protection du-
ties – RPP N.Z. E. coast to Auckland Ids 
– Sarahs Bosom and Carnley Harbour, 
passage to Dunedin, RPP ‘9th exercise (!) 
with ENSEIGNE VASSEAU HENRY (French 
frigate) in Marlborough Sounds, passage 
to Auckland, Resource Protection frigate, 
maintenance and Queens Birthday.
6 June to 27 October 1978: - deployment to 
Pacific and N. American ports; to 21 June:
passage to Pearl Harbour via Raoul Id and 
Pago Pago; to 16 July: P.H. area work up and 
gunnery and ASW exercises and visit Maui; 
17 July to 17 September ’78: passage to San 
Diego for exercises and command team 
training, fleet exercise with USN and RCN 
units, incl taskforce transit and visit to Es-
quimalt; return to Pearl Harbour. Contin-
ued exercising; 22 Sep; passage to Funafu-
ti – anchored inside lagoon; 29 September 
1978: Princess Margaret embarked for 
Tuvalu Independence celebrations on 1st 
Oct. 2 to 11 Oct: passage to Suva via Apia, 
Tokelaus (Nukunonu, Atafu and Fakaofa) 
– berthed on USS NIAGRA FALLS; exercise 
with Fijian minesweepers; 17 to 27 Octo-
ber: passage to Auckland including exer-
cise “LONGEX” with USS KINKAID and 
NIAGRA FALLS, HMAS DERWENT and 
HEWITT and HMNZS WAIKATO.
November ’78: at Auckland.
Twelfth Commission
C.O. Cdr Jack Welch vice Lewis 7 Novem-
ber 1978.
12 December 1978 to 20 February 1979: 
mainly Resource Protection –RPP’s east 
coast both islands, Mernoo Bank, west 
coast South Island, Cook Strait, Chatham 
Islands, SAR Taranki Bight; visits Lyttleton, 
Auckland (Xmas leave), New Plymouth, 
Dunedin, Wellington, Timaru, Port Chalm-
ers (with injured man), Bluff and back to 
Auckland.

Short Refit - 20 February 1979 to 27 July 
1979.
27 July 1979 – “Rededication Ceremony”
To 28 October ’79: post-refit harbour and 
sea trials, shakedown, command team 
training, and visits to Wellington (forma-
tion entry into harbour with TARANAKI, 
WAIKATO and CANTERBURY), and to Na-
pier; 29 Oct to 14 Dec ’79: to Sydney and 
return - work-up, command team train-
ing and final battle problem. 15 Decem-
ber 1979 to 18 February 1980: at Auckland 
– Xmas leave, emergency repairs to star-
board engine, Navy Day and sea trials.
Note:
the C.O has commented that so many of 
those experiencing the ‘work-up’ training 
in Australia were drafted that 1980 saw the 
ship “back to scratch one”
19 February to 11 July 1980 – deployment 
to Pacific and N. American ports: 19 to 29 
Feb ,80: passage to Pearl Harbour via Pago 
Pago; heavy weather and illness of WEO; 1 
March to 5 April:
RIMPAC exercise; second visit to Pearl 
Harbour- troubled by fatal illness of WEO, 
Lt Cdr Williams, but offered substantial 
help from host ship USS PREBLE: Navy 
Office confirmed deployment to continue. 
5 – 18 April; passage to and visit San Fran-
cisco; 18 April – 9 May: passage to and vis-
it Parry Bay, Esquimalt, Vancouver (with 
HMAS YARRA), Nanoose Bay, Esquimalt 
again, exercise SQUADEX in Canadian 
waters; 9 May – 20 June: visits Seattle, San 
Diego (maintenance), weapons training 
exerciseCOMPUTEX, transited Columbia 
River, visit Portland (Rose Festival), exer-
cise TRANSITEX; 20 June - 11 July 1980: 
detatched from task force, passage to 
Pearl Harbour, assisted yacht “Freedom”, 
passage to Auckland via Pago Pago. 
12 July – 6 August ’80; at Auckland leave 
and change of command. Farewell Pearl 
Harbour and CONUS.
Thirteenth Commission
C.O. Cdr Karl Moen vice Welch 28 July 
1980. 
6 Aug – 9 Sep: passage to Sydney, main-
tenance, exercise SANDGROPER in Aust 
Bight, visit for fuel to Port Kembla, Al-
bany, HMAS STIRLING and Fremantle; 
then to Hobart. 9 Sep – 20 Oct: Hobart, 
exercise with USS TRUXTON and HMNZS 
TARANAKI to New Plymouth; Thirteent 
commission(cont) thence to Auckland. 
Notes: Weather terrible, won Lew Smith 
rugby trophy in Sydney. 20 Oct- 25 Nov: at 
Auckland.
25 November to 11 December 1980: 
passage to Apia via Suva, embarked 
U.S.Ambassador to NZ and official party; 
to Tokelaus for signing of official renun-
ciation of U.S’ ‘sovreignty’; return to Auck-
land via Apia and Suva. 
11December 1980 to 20 April 1981 – New 
Zealand waters:- Dec .80 – Jan ’81 Leave, 
duty frigate, exercise with WAIKATO and 
TARANAKI, Guard for Commonwealth 
Games; 3 Feb:
visit Napier – 50th anniversary of earth-
quake; 4 – 9 February: Waitangi celebra-
tions, including Royal Guard, H.E.G.G. 
Sir David Beatty embarked. 9 February 
to 20 April: E.E.Z coastal patrols and to 
south – visits Lyttleton Campbell Id, Auck-
land Islands, Dunedin; shakedown (with 
substantially renewed ships co., exer-

cise AUCKEX 81, and visit Tauranga with 
USS BREWTON; emergency generator 
repairs.(Missed ‘shop window’ in Welling-
ton).
20 April to 28 July 1981 – deployment 
to Australia and S.E.Asia:- 20 April – 19 
May: Passage to Sydney; joined HMAS 
MELBOURNE and SUPPLY and HMNZS 
WAIKATO for exercise ‘SOUTHERN AU-
RORA’ to south of Australia, then ‘BEACON 
COMPASS’ and ‘INDIAN PACIFIC’ to west 
of Australia, visiting Bunbury and HMAS 
STIRLING (for fuel and refreshment, and 
arriving Bali 20 May. To 30 June: Passage to 
Singapore with WAIKATO, maintenance, 
Rugby (RNZN won Perth Cup), visit Bang-
kok, passage to Pulau Tioman with USS 
amphibious squadron, exercise STAR-
FISH 81, and return to Singapore. 30 June 
to 28 July: return to Auckland via Jakarta 
and Darwin (with WAIKATO), Port Mores-
by, PNG EEZ patrol, and Cairns. Farewell 
S.E.Asia.
28 July to 20 September 1981: at Auckland 
– maintenance and leave. 21 September 
to 16 October: visits Wellington, Port Levy, 
Lyttleton, Marlborough Sounds, Nelson 
– EEZ patrols on passage, briefly in com-
pany with WAIKATO and CANTERBURY 
(separately).
Refit 16 October 1981 to 31 May 1982
16 November 1981 Refit C.O. Cdr R.J.Martin 
(QHM?) vice Moen 
8 April 1982 Refit C.O. Cdr P.J.E.Baldwin 
(QHM?) vice Martin
Fourteenth Commission
C.O. Cdr R.J.Eckford vice Baldwin 17 May 
1982.
1 June to 9 August 1982: post-refit harbour 
and sea trials and shakedown at Auck-
land.
9 Aug – 21 Oct ’82: deployed Australia for 
work up, command team training and ex-
ercises, based Sydney, visits Port Kembla 
and Brisbane, rugby team won both Lew 
Smith and Auckland cups, ‘TASMANEX 
82’. Passage to Marlborough Sounds (op-
eration ‘AWKWARD’) and Auckland. 21/23 
Oct: emergency repairs to Seacat.
24 October to 10 December 1982: de-
ployed to escort Royal Yacht and visit Aus-
tralia again –
24 Oct to 1 Nov: R/V with HM Yacht BRIT-
TANIA – escort to Suva and Lautoka; 1 Nov 
to 10 Dec: visits Hobart and Perth, exercise 
‘SANDGROPER’; visit Albany, passage ex-
ercise to Auckland.
10 December 1982 to 10 May 1983 – New 
Zealand waters: 10 Dec ’82 – 6 March 
’83 Auckland – duty frigate, ‘SQUADEX’, 
Waitangi Guard ship and maintenance.; 
7 March to 10 May: ‘AUCKEX’, EEZ patrol 
duties including visits to New Plymouth, 
Wellington (3) and Auckland;
11 May to 6 November 1983: Final visit to 
Australia and N.Z. ports:- 11-28 May: vis-
ited eastern Australian exercise area and 
Sydney; 29 May –14 July: returned Auck-
land and conucted EEZ patrols, visiting 
Nelson, Dunedin and Lyttleton. 14 July 
– 4 November: maintenance, escort for 
USS TEXAS to Wellington (?), various local 
training classes, visits to Raoul Island (with 
stores), Mt Maunganui and Auckland.
Decommissioned 7 November 1983.
Sold to Pacific Metal Industries, Auck-
land….July/August 1987.


