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FAREWELL NAVY....... 
HELLO PROJECT 
PROTECTOR
Canterbury�s decommissioning has closed the 
door on �our� navy for once and for all.
Now PROJECT PROTECTOR is coming to a port 
near you� a navy without the trappings of the 
old with a real focus on looking after New Zea-
land. To meet those needs the RNZN has had to 
re-invent itself and that has been a heavy duty 
planning exercise and a dif�cult transition.
So don�t expect it to be like the navy you left 
behind. Did you know there are 80 of�cers in the 
rank of Commander and there are CPO�s at sea as 
bridge watchkeepers and XO�s? The climate of 
political correctness in which the new navy oper-
ates many of us would not have coped with. 

PROJECT PROTECTOR is not just new ships, but a 
whole philosophy of design, �t-out, tasking etc. 
etc.. The navy needs more effective sea time out 
of cheaper ships, with less men and less equip-
ment. Modular is a good word and in the new 
modular navy every box �ts from every side and 
the bits have not come from the lowest bidder or 
the knackers yard of another navy.
Many would say they have turned into a Coast-
guard. If the role and record of the US Coastguard 
is anything to go by that is a very good thing.
New Zealand has a longer coastline than the 
continental United States and since the demise 
of the �black boats� it has only been viewed from 
a distance. There will be a far greater RNZN 
presence around New Zealand and re acquisition 
of that �local� knowledge that is essential if we 
are to ef�ciently police our enormous economic 
resources.

Project Protector �eet requirements were 
outlined in the 2002 Maritime Forces Re-
view, conducted by Defence in close co-
operation with MFAT, the Ministry of Fish-
eries, Customs, Treasury, MSA, and Police 
among others to decide the number of 
vessels and �eet mix necessary.
The Project Protector vessels� capabili-
ties include sealift, coastal and offshore 
patrol, and at-sea training for the RNZN. 
NZ�s approach to the Protector ships, that 
they are designed, built and maintained to 
commercial standards, is consistent with 
other contemporary navies.
The MRV is contracted-out to Merwede 
Shipyard in the Netherlands, but will be 
sailed to NZ or Australia for �nal �t-out. 
The MRV should be delivered to the RNZN 
in late 2006.
Tenix�s MRV as a design based on a com-
mercial Ro-Ro ship, BEN-MY-CHREE in 
operation in the Irish Sea. Tenix�s existing 
facilities could handle building the ship, 
but the Dutch yard offered the best use of 
the facilities available in order to get the 
ship to the RNZN as soon as possible.
The MRV is intended to provide a sealift 
capability for the transport and deploy-

ment of equipment, vehicles and person-
nel, and to be capable of transferring cargo 
and personnel ashore when port facilities 
are not available.
Displacement:	 8000 tonnes
Length overall:	 131 metres
Beam:	 23.4 metres
Speed: 	 19 knots
Complement: Core ship�s co:	 53
Flight personnel:	 10
Government agencies:	 4
Army ship�s staff:	 7
Trainees:	 35
Troop	 360
Propulsion:	 Diesel engines
Flight deck:	 Capable 2 helicopters
Helo
The NH90 helicopter has been selected to 
replace the RNZAF�s Iroquois utility heli-
copters. It will be able to operate from the 
MRV carrying Army equipment from the 
ship to shore.
Landing Craft
Hidden in here are two LCM�s. Designed 
as ship�s boats rather than high spec land-
ing craft. They are carried inboard with an 
on deck crane and capable of launch up to 
and including Sea State 3.




